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Key Stage 2 SATs Changes
• In 2014/15, a new national curriculum framework was
introduced by the government.
• In May 2016, KS1 (Year 2) and KS2 (Year 6) received the new
SATs tests and the new style of reporting results that were
introduced to reflect this curriculum.

Assessment and Reporting
• ‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. level 3, 4, 5) have now
been abolished, as set out in the government guidelines.
• Since 2016, test scores have been reported as ‘scaled scores’.

• The new curriculum is more rigorous and sets noticeably
higher expectations - all schools have had to work hard to
meet and adapt to this since its introduction.

Scaled Scores
• What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?
• 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the
scale, either at, above or below 100.
• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be
judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed
by the tests.
• Since July 2016, for the first publication of test results, each pupil now
receives:
oa raw score (number of raw marks awarded);
oa scaled score in each tested subject;
oconfirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.

The Tests
Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 13th May
2019
Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:
oSpelling (approximately 15 minutes)
oPunctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
oReading (60 minutes)
oMathematics
- Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)
- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

• All tests are externally marked.
• Writing is teacher assessed internally.

The Tests
Monday May 13th 2019: SPaG Test- Grammar/Punctuation
Monday May 13th 2019: SPaG Test- Spelling
Tuesday May 14th 2019: Reading Test
Wednesday May 15th 2019: Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)
Wednesday May 15th 2019: Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)
Thursday May 16th 2019: Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

Reading
• The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated
reading texts.
• The least demanding text is first, with the following texts increasing in
level of difficulty.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts
and answering the questions.
• A total of 50 marks are available.
• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding
of a child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require
short answers and some require an extended response or explanation.

Sample Questions

Sample Questions

Writing
• There is not a test for writing. Writing is assessed throughout
the year, across the curriculum.
• Assessment criteria is used to make a judgment about a
child’s writing across several pieces of work.
• Writing moderation takes place with other schools and
external moderators visit every few years.
• Writing will be judged as either ‘Working towards the
expected standard’, ‘Working at the expected standard’ or
‘Working at greater depth with the expected standard’.

Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation
• Paper 1 covers grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. The
children have 45 minutes to answer approximately 45
questions. There are 50 marks available. The questions
increase in difficulty throughout the paper.
• Paper 2 tests spelling. There are 20 words and 20 marks
available. This test is not timed.
• The papers are totalled to give a score out of 70 marks.

Sample Questions

Sample Questions

Mathematics
• The mathematics tests have undergone the biggest change in recent years.
• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.
• Paper 1 is arithmetic lasting 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for all
operations, including use of fractions, percentages and decimals. The paper
contains 36 questions.
• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Some of the more difficult questions
later in the paper include long multiplication and long division, multiplying and
dividing fractions.
• Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting 40 minutes.

• The total marks awarded for all 3 papers is 110, 40 for paper 1 and 35 for both
reasoning papers.

Sample Questions
Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic

Sample Questions
Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning

Sample Questions
Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning

What we are already doing
Reading
•Children receive a focused Guided Reading session each week which concentrates
on the specific question types. This is an opportunity to teach some necessary exam
techniques as well as to develop reading and comprehension skills.
•Later in the year, children will have an opportunity to complete Reading SATs in
timed conditions. Completing the paper in one hour is a challenge. Sometimes,
papers will be sent home to complete.
•Some children continue to receive individual reading support to focus on specific
areas.
Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar
• Children complete Great at Grammar exercises every morning. These are written
to address weaknesses, to provide revision opportunities and to mirror the different
types of question children will encounter on the tests. These exercises are marked
together and feedback is instant, again providing an opportunity to develop exam
technique as well as understanding.

What we are already doing
Spelling
•Children receive weekly words relating to objectives on the KS2 curriculum.
•Some of their words are taken from the list of 100 words listed in the curriculum
which children are expected to be able to spell by the end of Year 6.
•These words are revisited throughout the week.
Maths
•Children receive lessons that are differentiated to suit their current next steps in
maths. They have 3 lessons that focus on number and calculations and 2-3 lessons
that focus on shape, data handling, geometry and measurement. As part of these
lessons children receive prompt feedback and extra support either 1:1 or in small
focused groups where needed.
•Children have homework each week to reinforce the skills being taught at school.
•Later in the year, past papers will be completed under timed conditions in school to
ensure the children are aware of the types of questions they will face and the time
constraints that they will be expected to complete the papers within.
•They can also use Maths Frame and Time Tables Rock Stars to support their learning.

How to Help Your Child
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry
about and they should always just try their best.
• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.
• Support your child with any homework tasks. Revision packs and past papers will
be sent home later in the year.
• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. simple additions, subtractions and times
tables) are always good to practise.
• Encourage your child to ask for help with anything they find difficult. We have
time dedicated every week to providing individual support as required. Children
can leave a note in the ‘Help box’ or speak to us directly.
• If you have any concerns, please speak to us!

